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Sloth Tips

Small words of wisdom for easygoing pianists

Sloth Tip 1 &8

A sloth never plays faster than necessary - and practises best by going even slower than the piece should
sound. Pay special attention to recurring figures and passages (not only at repeat signs). Once something
feels secure, you may play it several times with joy. If you notice yourself rushing, consciously take the
tempo back. Slowness here is not a shortcoming, but a stylistic choice.

Sloth Tip2 '\

In slow pieces, the pedal is your most important ally. Let the notes flow smoothly into one another. But:
less is often more. Too much pedal makes everything muddy - and even sloths like clear contours.

Sloth Tip 3
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Piece-Specific Spoth Tips

Small words of wisdom for each piece

A Chorale (Schumann)

This is about tonal balance. Let the top voice sing while the other voices remain calm and supportive.
Listen carefully whether any voice becomes too dominant - sloths prefer harmonious togetherness. Don’t
play the chords hard and blocky, but softly and with a gentle upward movement. Let every chord have
direction and life. This makes the chorale warm and singing rather than dry.

Prelude No. 20 (Chopin)

The chords need a steady, sustaining sound. Don’t re-attack each chord harshly; instead, hold the sound
and carry it forward smoothly. Use plenty of pedal - but change it cleanly. The dramatic effect comes from
calm and control, not from volume. The more relaxed your hands remain, the more powerful it will sound.

Sarabande (Handel)
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A Chorale

from Album for the Young, Op. 68 No. 4

Music: Robert Schumann
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Prelude No. 20

in C minor, Op. 28

Music: Frédéric Chopin

Largo (J =40)
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Sarabande
from the Suite in D minor, HWV 437

Music: Georg Friedrich Handel
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Tortoises (Tortues)
from The Carnival of the Animals, R. 125

Music: Camille Saint-Saéns

Andante maestoso (J =56)
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Berceuse

Op. 2

Music: Dora Peja evi
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